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Description

Dr. Ellenhorn maintains that one of the means certain individuals repeatedly seek psychological support is through parasuicidal behavior. Contrary to the current trend to identify this behavior solely as the defining symptom of borderline personality disorder, the author argues that parasuicidality often emerges from the symbiotic relationship between individuals with particular symbiotic needs and the medicalized institutions that serve them.

Upon completing this course, participants will be able to;

· Understand the shift from psychoanalysis to DBT in the treatment of Borderline Personality Disorder.

· Understand the interpretation of the use of parasuicidality (repetitive, nonfatal suicidal behavior and threats of such behavior) as a dysfunctional means these individuals use to regulate their distress.

· Identify the cycle of acute treatment recidivism as a key to interpreting the behavior of individuals labeled parasuicidal borderlines.

· Understand the significance of the interplay between individuals who exhibit parasuicidality and the professionals who treat them

· Comprehend the term Career Patient as it is applied to individuals described as habitually and actively seeking medical attention as a means of sustaining and generating an identity formed by the parameters of the patient role.

