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Description

This article is an exploration of the interrelationship between cultural identity and place in the lives of adult Korean adoptees living primarily in the Twin Cities area of Minnesota. Using life histories derived through multiple semi-structured interviews, a web of related themes emerged which reveal the interplay between ethnicity, identity, gender, and place. From childhood to adulthood, most Korean adoptees followed a similar developmental trajectory of denial, self-awareness, and emerging cultural consciousness about their Korean heritage. These journeys were mediated and nuanced by individual adoptees' particular configurations of internal strengths and environmental factors such as their pre-adoption and adoptive family experiences, cultural norms, and places adoptees lived or visited in Korea, the U.S. or elsewhere abroad. This study highlights the limitations of previous studies that focused only on adoptive parents or adoptees as children, an approach which loses the life course perspective of intercountry adoptees' search for identity, belonging, and a sense of home.

